(AL
Preparing for a future longitudinal study on supporting Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander children with persistent Otitis Media

Background

Persistent middle ear infection or Otitis Media (OM) is a very common cause of hearing loss among young
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. It can interfere with a child’s development, their quality of life,
communication with family and friends, and school experiences.

Support for young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children with persistent OM-related hearing loss
comes in different forms, including ensuring the child has quality communication opportunities, using
‘hearing-friendly’ ways of communicating, and fitting hearing devices. However, not much is known about
how much these and other supports help. This is an area that researchers at the National Acoustic

Laboratories (NAL) are seeking to explore in a future long-term study, in partnership with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander communities and stakeholders. The Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged
Care has provided funding to enable preparation or ‘groundwork’ for this future study.

NAL has been researching how best to support Australian children born with hearing loss for some time,
through the Longitudinal Outcomes of Children with Hearing Impairment (LOCHI) study. In recent years, we

have also worked with Aboriginal communities and services in a range of collaborative projects: see box
below. These skills, knowledge, relationships, and experiences will be helpful for this ‘groundwork’ project.
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Recent partnership projects with Aboriginal communities and services

—  Co-developing PLUM* and HATS* listening and communication skills checklists and resources for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander children aged under 6 years (2017-22) (link)
— Documenting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander caregivers’ perspectives on supporting young children’s

hearing health and language development (2021-22) (link)

— Developing recommendations for primary health Ear Health and Hearing Checks for young Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children (2021-22) (link)

*Parent-evaluated Listening and Understanding Measure
#Hearing and Talking Scale
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About this project

In this project, we aim to prepare for the future long-term study, by:

1. Setting up Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander research leadership, and forming relationships and

partnerships with interested Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities and organisations

2. Listening to community perspectives and reviewing research on which aspects of child development
and wellbeing, relevant to OM, are important to focus on in the long-term project

NAL sits on the land of the Wattamattagal/Wallamattagal clan of the Dharug nation. We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as
Traditional Custodians, with unique cultural and spiritual relationships to the land, seas, and waterways. We pay our respects to Elders and extend
respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander colleagues and friends we work alongside. We acknowledge and thank Davinder Hart for the Spirit of
Sound artwork in the watermark.


http://www.nal.gov.au/
http://www.nal.gov.au/
https://www.outcomes.nal.gov.au/
https://plumandhats.nal.gov.au/
https://www.nal.gov.au/projects/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-caregivers-perspectives-on-supporting-young-childrens-hearing-health-and-language-development/
https://www.nal.gov.au/projects/developing-recommendations-for-primary-health-ear-health-and-hearing-checks-for-young-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-children/

3. Finding appropriate tools and resources for checking and supporting these aspects of development
and wellbeing, and

4. Documenting ‘communication pictures’ that depict how children and families interact and
communicate, developing children’s listening and communication skills in the process.
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Tools and supports

Cultura! ®
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The picture above represents how we are thinking about this project:

e The project is grounded by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander research leadership, and beneficial
community relationships and partnerships

e The trunk is the main body of work, where we will work with families and stakeholders to decide
priorities and goals of the future long-term study

e The branches and fruit represent the knowledge gained around development and outcomes relevant
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children with and without OM

e The watering of the seedlings relates to the tools and supports to be found, that will help with
checking and growing children’s listening and communication skills

e The basket with gathered fruit represents the gathering of children’s ‘communication pictures’.

Finding out more

The project team will soon advertise for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander researchers, look for
communities interested to partner in this work, and begin to seek input from organisations, groups, and
individuals. Follow this link for project information.

Contact information
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If you would like to find out more, contact samantha.harkus@nal.gov.au. The project team includes

Isabel O’Keeffe (Linguist), Carmen Kung (Psycholinguist), Vivienne Marnane (Speech Pathologist and
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Epidemiologist), Meagan Ward and Sam Harkus (Audiologists).
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Traditional Custodians, with unique cultural and spiritual relationships to the land, seas, and waterways. We pay our respects to Elders and extend
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Sound artwork in the watermark.


https://www.nal.gov.au/projects/preparing-the-ground-for-a-future-long-term-study-on-how-best-to-provide-effective-appropriate-support-for-young-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-children-with-persistent-otiti/
mailto:samantha.harkus@nal.gov.au

